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1 Te. ir. 75 8. 


a 


I have RY a * + br, I hive 
finiſhed my courſe, T have kept the 
Faith: Henceforth there is laid 


up for mea crown of righteouſneſs, 
' which tbe Lord, tbe righteous 


Judge, ſhall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all 


... them alſo, that love bis appearing. 
V IRTUE is beautiful and attractive in 


the abſtract contemplation of to bats. (7 
exhibited in life and manners, its charms are . 

| irreſiſtible, There is a dignity and majeſty 
in its /ving form, which a man muſt be 
blind as a ſtatue not to perceive ; or perceiy- 
ing, inſenſible as a ſtatue, not to admire, 
Yet amongſt the ſublimeſt patterns of virtue, 
which the records of paſt ages have pro- 
pounded as candidates for everlaſting re- 
nown, thoſe, beyond all compariſon, are the 


A 2 moiſt 


| 
3 
| 


141 
moſt worthy of our contemplation, which - 
,are founded and finiſhed on the principles of 
religion which have their origin in the love 
and veneration of the Maker and Lord of 
heaven and earth, who is the ſtandard of all 
moral excettence, and the everlaſting hope 
and portion of his people. 


on ſheſe principles, dt. Paul diſcovered, a 
* and magnanimity amidſt inceſſant 
Jabours, perils, and ſufferings, as much ſupe- 
rior to the boaſted valour and prowefs of the 
heroes of Grerce or Rome, as the principles 
on which headed, —— and ſub- 
lime than theirs... he 

He way now a ſecond time, {prifoned at 
Rome by the emperor Nero; that monſter 


Af erueſty, and butcher of the human ſpeci- 


es; who haying, cauſed, that city, a is 
nerally ſuppoſed, 'to be ſet on fire, to ral 
his own wanton tyranny; Afer warde raiſed 


a general perſecution againſt the chriſtians, 


on pretence, that they were the authors bf 


this tragedy. St. Paul, who ſuffered mat- 
tyrdom in this perſecution, being beheaded 
with a ſword, (becauſe being a Roman citi- 
zen, he conld not be crucified ;) St. Paul I 
ſay, foreſeeing that in a very little time, his 
— fe 


. 
» & % 4 
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hie would be a ſuetißice to his fideſti and 


reſolution in ptofeſſing and preaching the 
goſpel, by his own example, and from his own 
experience, animates his ſon Timotby to give 
himſelf to“ watchfulneſs, to endure afflicti- 
ons, to do the work of an evangeliſt, to make 
full proof of his miniſtry ; inaſmuch as for 


myſelf,“ adds he, I am juſt ready to be of- 


fered, and the time of my departure is at 
hand. And that his perſwaſion of the 
goodneſs of the cauſe for which he was go- 
ing to ſuffer, and of the uprightneſs of his in- 
tentions, and of his paſt behaviour, might not 
be queſtioned ; and that his ſucceſſor Tima- 
thy, might receive all that encouragement to 
tread in his ſteps, which ſuch a t. odel and 
monitor were ſuited to inſpire,” in that aw- 
ful criſis which will admit of no ſelf-flatte- 
ry or deluſion, he makes this ſolemn appeal 
and proteſtation, as it were, with his dying - 
lips: © have fought a good fight, I have 
finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith : 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 


of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righ- 
teous Judge, ſhall give me at that day; and 
not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 


love his appearing,” 
| | This 


{6 :} 
This language is metaphorical, and bears 

an evident alluſion to the olympic games“. 
In our: tranſlation, I confeſs, the image in 
the firſt clauſe, ſeems to be borrowed from 
war. It had been rendered more agreeably 


to the true ſpirit of the paſſage, and the de- 


ſign of the apoſtle: I have maintained a 
good combat, I have finiſhed my race, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, ſhall give me at 
that day; and not to me only, but unto all 
them alſo, who love his appearing.” In dif- 


courſing on which noble dying confeſſion of 


St, Paul, I ſhall enquire, 


I. Into the ground of bis hope and truſt 
in God, in the near view of his diſſo- 
lation. | 

II. I (hill illuſtrate the glorious and ani- 
mating proſpect he had before him. 


I. I am to examine the ground of his 
confidence in God, in the near view of his 
diſſolution; implied in this declaration; © I 
have fought a good fight, or maintained a 

97G good 


Ter ay Tau Kan 1YwHT ai, ro J po TITSASK OL 
He T. A. 


A 


; ©; SO » 
good contention ; I have finiſhed my courſe, 
I have kept the faith.” And herein I think 
is obſervable, 

1.) His fidelity and integrity; expreſſed 
in theſe words, I have kept the faith.” 
That is, he had maintained a faithful inflex- 
ible regard to the pure uncorrupted doctrine 
of Chriſt, ever ſince his converſion. . 

Indeed he had embraced the chriſtian re- 
ligion on ſuch a conviction of its truth and 

-divinity, as he could not gainſay or reſiſt, 
and nothing leſs than this could have indu- 
ced him to eſpouſe and. profeſs it. Before 
his converſion, he was a rigid and zealous - 
Jew ; a flaming champion for the Maſaic 
law, and for the corruptions and innovati- 
ons introduced and conſecrated by the ſcribes 
and phariſees; at the ſame time that he 
was an unrelenting perſecutor of the diſci- | 
ples of Jeſus, by virtue of a commiſſion 
from the jewiſh ſanhedrim. By what arts, 
by what allurements, by what ſophiſtry or 
policy, could the deſpiſed followers of a 
crucified maſter corrupt ſuch a man as this, 
or gain and proſelyte him to their party? 
They had no bribes to offer him, no re- 

«wards to confer or propound, except the pro- 
'bable honour of his becoming a confeſſor and 


| martyr 


n = 
martyr for Jeſus. It would be highly un⸗ 
reaſonable to ſuſpect the apoſtle's ſincerity 


in renouncing judaiſm, and in embracing 


Phil. iii. 7. 


the chriſtian doctrine; when thereby he re- 


nounced every ſecular intereſt and attach- 
ment; counting them, as he elſewhere 
expreſſes himſelf, loſs for Chriſt “ 
And as with him it was not a counterfeit 
profeſſion, but aſſumed on full conviction, 
ſo he always obſerved and maintained, a de- 
portment and behaviour conſiſtent with his 
avowed principles, endeavouring through tbe 
+ whole courſe of life, to preſerve a © conſci- 
ence void of offence towards God and man,” 
Inſomuch that with reſpect to his inward 
principles, be declares to the Corinthians, 


Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our 


conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly ſin- 


cerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God, we have had our conyerſati- 


on in the world.” And with reſpect to his 
publick miniſtrations, he appeals in like man- 
ner to the ſame Corinthians, Seeing we 


have taken on ourſelves this miniſtry, as we 


have received mercy, we faint not; but have 


renounced the hidden things of diſhoneſty, | 


not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the 


word of God deceitfully; but by manifeſta- 
tion 


( 9 ] 
tion of the truth, commending ourſelves” to 
every man's conſeience in the fight of God.” 
And again, We ate not as many, who cor- 
rupt the word of God; but as of ſincerity, as 
in the ſight of God, ſo ſpeak we in Chriſt.” 
And indeed, there are ſuch evident traces and 
marks of fincerity throughout all bis writings, 
that there is no peruſing them attentively 
without believing, that he fpoke from his 
heart. There is one very rettiarkable inſtance 
of his integrity, which ought to be particular- 

ly remembered ; namely, the bold ſtand he 
made againſt St. Peter at Antioch, on the 
head of his ſymbolizing with the jewiſh con- 
verts; who were zealons for obſerving the 
legal diſtinction between clean and unclean 
meats, which was aboliſhed under the chrĩi- 
ſtian diſpenſation. In a word, when he took 
his final leave of the elders of the charch of 
Epheſus at Miletus, he was able to addreſs 
them in theſe animated expreſſions ! ** Ye 
know from the firſt day that I came into 
Afia, after what manner I have been with 
you at all ſeaſons; ſerving the Lord with all 
humility of mind, and with many teats and 
| temptations, which befel me, by the lying 
in wait of the Jews. And how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto you ; but 

l B have 


ies 1 

have declared to you the whole counſel of 
God, and have ſhewed you, and have taught 
you publickly, and from houſe to houſe ; 

* teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo to the 
Greeks, repentance towards ,God, and faith 
towards our Lord ſeſus Chriſt. Wherefore 
I take you to record this day, that I am pure 
from the blood of all men,* ] have coveted 
no man's ſilver, or gold, or apparel. Vea, 
yau yourſelves know, that theſe hands have 
miniſtered to, my. neceſſities, and to them 
who were with me. I have ſhewed you 
all things,” that is, by my example as well 
as by my dactrine, ho that ſo labouring 
you ought to "ſupport the needy; remem- 
pering the words of our Lord Jeſus, that it 
is more bleſſed to give, than, toreceive.” ,, 
Thus he approved himſelf both an up- 
right profeſſor of the religion of Jeſus, and 
a faithful ſteward of the myſteries of God,” 
He conſidered the goſpel. as a ſacred and 
invaluable depoſitum, committed to his 
charge by his great Lord and Maſter; as a 
talent to be improved, in the firſt place, for 
the life of his own ſoul; and then, to be di- 
ſtributed and diſpenſed for the good of o- 
thers. In both theſe reſpects, he could ap- 
peal to the ſearcher of hearts, as a witneſs to 
his 


E 
his uprightneſs and fidelity. And he could 
do this with the utmoſt ſolemnity, at a ſea- 
ſon which will try men's ſincerity, will pluck 
off the vizor's maſk, and render them inca- 
pable of prevarication ; of acting a part, or 
wearing a diſguiſe, He knew that in a lit- 
tle time he was to be (tripped of his earthly 


* 


tabernacle, and to ſtand in the preſence, and 


at the bar of his judge; whom he ſtiles a 
rigbteous judge; and who could not be im- 
poſed upon by any profeſſion, however ſpe- 
cious and ſplendid; and to whom not only 
his preſent, but the whole ſeries of his paſt 
temper and conduct, every purpoſe and ima- 
gination of his heart, as well as every action 
of his life, was naked and open. And even in 
this awful criſis, on a review of his conduct, 
he avers and profeſſes his integrity. He had 
before ſolemnly declared to the Jews, «© Men 
and brethren, I have. lived in all good conſci- 
ence before God, until this day” that is I 
apprehend, from the time of his converſi- 


on.“ And in his admirable apology before 


B 2 % Felix 


St. Paul is here defending his character as a chriſtian 
and an apoſtle, and therefore it is natural to underſtand him 
as ſpeaking of his conduct ſince his converſion. Beſides, 
(cue noise ay an) good conſcience, in the epiſtles of this apoſ- 
tle, at leaſt whenever he applies it to himſelf, ſtands in con- 

| | nection 


| 
Acts xxiu, - 
34 [| 


Acts xxiv. 
16. 


( 2 ] 
Felix the Roman governor, he had declared, 
« Herein,” * namely, on chriſtian principles, 
eſpecially on the belief of the reſurrection, 
which 1 profeſs and preach ; ** do I exerciſe 
myſelf, to have always a conſcience void of 
offence, towards God and towards men.” 


And this he experienced to be a reaſonable 


John iii. 
20, 21. 


foundation of joy and exultation. Our re- 
joicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with 
fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of God, we 
have had our converſation in the world.” 
Now a conſciouſneſs of the like integrity 
in our chriſtian courſe, and in fulfilling the 
duties of the reſpective ſtations in which pro- 
vidence may have placed us; will alone af- 
ſord either miniſters or private chriſtians, a 
like eonſolation in thoſe awful, moments, 
when the hope of the hypccrite (hall be like 
the giving up of the ghoſt. Hypocriſy and 


treachery will overwhelm us with terror and 


diſmay, and will involve us in utter tuin; 
e for if our hearts condemn us, God is great- 
er than our hearts, and knoweth all things; 


$4 


nection with faith in Chriſt, _ implies acting on chriſtian 
principles; as it does generally, if not always, on other occa- 
ſions. See 1 Tim. i, 5, 19. iii. 9. Heb. xii. 18. See alſo 
As xxiv. 16, 1 Pet. iii. 16, 21. | 


gu Turo, referring to the two preceding verſes. 


1 
if our hearts condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God.” 

Not that our final acceptance, or our 
right to entertain the conſolatory hope of it, 
is ſuſpended on our conſciences acquitting 
us of every degree of neglect, or criminal 
conduct? No; the beſt men have their fail- 
ings. — But integrity conſiſts in acting ac- 
cording to our beſt and moſt enlightened 
judgment, in being open to conviction, in 
maintaining a conſtant reſolute oppoſition to 
every thing which we know is diſpleaſing to 
God; which is inconſiſtent with the divine 
law, with the truth and purity of the goſ- 
pel, with the rectitude of human nature, 
and with the peace and welfare of mankind; 
and in a faithful and conſcientious uſe of all 
thoſe means and aſſiſtances, which God hath 
afforded us for diſcharging our whole duty, 
and going on to perfection. A firm convic- 
tion and perſwaſion of our ſincerity and in- 
tegrity, in diſcharging the duties of our ſta- 
tions, be they higher or lower, more enlar- 
ged or more contracted; and in rightly uſing 
and employing the talents and endowments 
wherewith we are intruſted, be they more 
or leſs eminent and diſtinguiſhed, (for all 
chriſtians and miniſters do not move in ſo 

exalted 


( 24 ] 

exalted and extenſive a ſphere as the apoſtle 
Paul did :) I ſay, our fincerity and integrity, 
notwithſtanding a conſciouſneſs of many un- 
allowed infirmities, and “ notwithſtanding 
many tears and temptations which may have 
befallen us,” will enable us to appropriate 
the divine promiſes to ourſelves, will aſſiſt 
us in reading our intereſt in the. divine mer- 
cy and faithfulneſs, and afford us rational 
conſolation and exalted joy, even in the moſt 
arduous moments of nature's, laſt conflict — 
ariſing not from an apprebenſion of the me- 
rit of our ſincereſt and beſt intended ſervi- 
ces; but from the knowledge we have of 
that conſtitution of divine, grace for our for- 
giveneſs, and acceptance to eternal life, 
which God hath revealed in the goſpel, 

2.) A further ground of, the apoſilt's con- 
fidence in God, in the awful hour of his diſ- 
ſolution, was a recollection of his fortitude 
and reſolution. * I have fought,” ſaith he, 
* a good fight; ” that is, I have maintained 
the combat, or contention, notwithſtanding 
all oppoſition ; have purſued my courſe with 
activity and vigour, without fear or fainting. 
Neither the length of my trials, nor the 
power of the enemy, nor the dangers nor 
deaths with which I have been threatened 

and 


13 


and ſurrounded; pM the: malice of men, | 
nor the rage of deuils, have been able to'v: van- 


s * 


quiſh qr foil me. 9 3461 
The exerciſe or — in which he 
engaged, he knew; was a god one, however 
arduous and painful; honourable” in itſelf, 
and productive of the nobleſt conſequences 
to the world. And theręfote he had rouſed 
and collected all che powers of his ſoul, that 
he might dequit himſelf like an able dam 
pion in the czuſe in which ewas embarked; 
and to the ſatis faction f his ſupreme Jullge: 
After he had made that noble appeal to the 
elders of Epbeſus concerning his integrity, 
which we remembered under the laſt Head, 
he ads, „And now behold I go bound in 
the ſpirit unto Jeruſalem, not knowins the 
things which ſhall befal me there; favs that 
the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city; that 
bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 
of theſe things move me, neither count I 
my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I may fi- 
niſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
which I have received of the Lord Jeſus to 
teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.” 
+  Befides that ſphere of duty which is com- 
mon to all chriſtians, St. Paul had the du- 
ties of the miniſterial and 'apoſtolical office 
to 


Acts xx. 


22, Ec. 


2 Cor. vi. 


4, Sc. 


( 16 ] 

to diſcharge; in reſpeR to which he thus 
deſcribes his own behaviour in an appeal to 
the Corinthians, © In all things,” faith he, 
te approving ourſelves as the miniſters of 
God, in much patience, in afflitions, in ne- 
ceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, in impriſon- 
ments, in tumults, in labours, in watchings, 
in faſtings ; by pureneſs, by knowledge, by 
long-ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, by love unfeigned; by the word of 
truth, by the power of God, by the armour 
of righteouſneſs on the right-hand and on 
the left, by honour and diſhonour, by evil 
report and good report; as deceivers, and 
yet true; as unknown, and yet well known; 
as dying, and behold we live; as chaſtened, 

and not killed; as ſorrowful, yet always re- 
joicing; as poor, yet making many rich; 
as. having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all 
things.” 

A few days after his ** at Jeruſalem, 
he had been ſeized by a rude and enraged 
multitude, who would have murdered him, 
if he had not been reſcued by Lyſias a Roman 
Tribune, who ſecured him in the caſtle of 
Antonia, binding bim with chains to two 
ſoldiers to prevent his eſcaping. He was af- 
terwards examined, before the Jewiſh coun- 
cil 


E 
eil — then ſent to Ceſarea, by the fea ſide, 


where he remained under confinement for 


two years, and then ſent priſoner to Rome : 
in his voyage to which place, he ſuffered 
ſhipwreck on the iſland of Malta. Theſe 
difficulties and ſufferings, with innumerable 
others, all brought upon him in conſequence 
of his being a chriſtian, and an apoſtle, were 
very tedious and ſevere. And had this ſcene 
of labour and ſuffering, alarming and pain- 
ful as it was, diſheartened him, and reſcin- 
ded his reſolution ; inſtead of having bold- 
neſs, he would have been aſhamed, when 
the hour of his departure drew nigh ; know- 
ing that he had not acquitted himlelf, as the 


cauſe in which he was engaged, deſerved 


and demanded; and recollecting his Lord 
and Maſter's declaration, Whoſoever ſhall 
deny me before men, him will I alſo deny 
before my father who is in heaven.” But 


the apoſtle's conduct had been very differ- 


ent from this; he had manifeſted an invin- 


cible fortitude, in perils ſo numerous and ex- 
treme; and had overcome an oppoſition ſo 
formidable, that he had reaſon to expect his 
work of faith, and labour of love, would be 
requited proportionably to the zeal and mag- 
nanimity he had diſcovered, This reflecti- 


C on 


Mat. &. 
33. 


1 


on made him contemplate the hour of his 


diſſolution, as the ſeaſon of his approaching 
releaſe and reward; of his being honoured 
with the publick approbation and applauſe 
of his judge, who ſets at the goal to beſtow 
the victor's prize. His promiſe is engaged, 

that © whoſoever ſhall confeſs him before 
men, him will he confeſs before his father 
who is in heaven.” And he declares, *« bleſ- 
ſed are they who are perſecuted for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. Bleſſed are ye, when men ſhall 
revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay 
all manner of evil againſt you falſely for my 
ſake. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great is your reward in heaven.” If we are 
therefore counted worthy to ſuffer for his 
name, we ſhould not © caſt away our con- 
fidence, which hath great recompence of re- 


, ward;” knowing, that the trial of our 


faith being much more precious than of gold 
which periſheth, though it be tried with fire, 
ſhall be found unto praiſe, and honour, and 
glory, at, the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt.” 
TI add, 

3.) St. Paul's diligence and conſtancy, was 
| likewiſe a ground of his confidence. * I 
| have 


LT __ AY Gl 
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have finiſhed my courſe,” ſaith he. He 
was not ſlothful in buſineſs, but fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord.” © He was in la- 
bours more abundant.” . He laboured more: 
abundantly than the reſt of the apoſiles.” 
He did not give out, or draw back on ac- 
count of any difficulties or diſcouragements 
he met with. Nor did he proceed fo neg- 
ligently and careleſsly, as to have part of 
his race to run, when others were arrived at 
the goal. St. Paul was in this reſpect a ve- 
ry extraordinary man, He ſpent great part 
of his life in travelling through many coun- 
tries to preach the goſpel. He preached at 
Jeruſalem, at Damaſcus, at Antioch, in Ara- 
bia, in Syria, in Cilicia, in the iſland of Cy- 
prus, and many other places. The church- 
es of Corinth, Epheſus, Galatia, Theſſalonica, 
Coloſſe, Pbilippi, and Rome, all partook of 
his labours. He made converts, he encou- 
raged and confirmed believers, and ordained 
many elders, or miniſters; and wrote epi- 
ſtles to divers churches, which ſtill make a 
part of the canon of ſcripture, and more 
than half of the new teſtament. And of 
ſome of theſe chriſtian ſocieties, he laid the 
firſt foundation. | 
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By his perſeverance and diligence in his 
work, he. had finiſhed his courſe, and was 
in perfect readineſs for that awful ſeaſon 
which, was now approaching ; and therefore: 
he was in no hurry, or perturbation of ſpi- 


- Tits, at the thought of its ſpeedy and imme- 


Pet. v. 4. 


diate arrival, On the contrary, his talents. 
having been faithfully. improved, and his 
work compleated, he was only waiting for 
a defired releaſe, and for a ſentence of ap- 
probation and applauſe. And beyond all, 
controverſy, this was a joyful and. trium- 
Phant ſituation His faith being lively, and 
his view of inviſible objects, distinct and ſa- 
tisfying ; the dark and gloomy valley, through 
which he was to paſs, could hardly occaſi- 
on an abatement of his ſerenity and compo- 
ſure, of his truſt and confidence, of his joy 
and triumph; while he expected the © chief 
ſhepherd ſhortly to appear,” and to confer 
on him as the reward of his fidelity and di- 
ligence, a crown of glory which fadeth 
not away.' 

If at the cloſe of life, we defire to have 
the ſame peaceful reflections, the ſame com- 
poſure of mind, as this venerable apoſtle 
had, we muſt not only through all its ſcenss 


preſerve o our integrity and our fortitude in- 


violate, 


1 at] 
violate, as he did; but we muſt be active 
and vigorous, * ſtedfaſt and immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord; 55. 
muſt learn to diſcharge every duty in its pro- 
per ſeaſon, and to the greateſt advantage; 
to be vigilant and “ circumſpect, to redeem 
the time, becauſe the days are few and e- 
vil;” and above all, © to endure unto the Mat. xxiv. 
end that we may be ſaved bearing in mind ; 
that divine promiſe, which is equally! de- 

lightful and tranſporting, as it is expreſs and 
immutable, © Be: thou faithful unto: death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” All 
therefore, who like St. Paul, ſtanding near 
the goal, and on the verge of eternity, can 
appeal to God and their oẽn conſciences, I 
have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed 
my courſe, I have kept the faith ;” may in- 
dulge the like glorious expeCation: © Hence- 
forth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righte- 

' ous Judge, will give me at that day; and 
not to me only, but unto all them alſo, who 
love his appearing. Which leads me, 


II. To illuſtrate the glorious proſpect the 
W had before him. 


Having 
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Having fought a good fight, and finiſhed 
his courſe, and kept the faith ; having main- 
tained his integrity and fidelity inviolate, and 
being now nearly arrived at the goal, there 
was in his immediate proſpect, I had al- 
moſt ſaid, within his reach, a crown of righ- 
teouſneſs, a martyr's and a victor's crown; 


which the Lord, that is, Chriſt the righte- 


ous Judge, would give to him at that day; 


and not to him only, but to all them who 
loved bis appearing. It was only paſſing 
over Jordan, fording that narrow ſtream, 
which divides time from eternity, and he 
ſhould be in poſſeſſion of his reward. And 
however terrible the paſſage might ſeem to 


fleſh and blood, eſpecially as he was to die a 


violent death; yet it was rendered eaſy by the 
vigorous faith of this eminent apoſtle. His 
courſe was finiſhed; and though bis ſeve- 
reſt ſufferings and his laſt agony were draw- 
ing on, yet he was undiſmayed, as he well 
knew God would be with him to ſuſtain 
him. It is true, his compleat happineſs 
would not be immediately conferred, I ſay, 
his compleat happineſs would not com- 
mence, till after the abolition of death, till 
the day of the reſurrection, and his Lord's 


ſecond appearing. Nevertheleſs it would 
| be 


1 23 ] 
be immediately aſcertained ; and ſubject to 


no further contingence, after the ſoul had 
paſſed the gate of death, and had entered on 


the inviſible regions. And having premiſed 


this, I obſerve, | 

1.) That this is a glorious reward. It is a 
crown, it is a crown of righteouſneſs ; and 
which is ſeldom the caſe with earthly 
crowns, to be worn and preſerved without 


any ſoil or ſtain on our perfect nature or. 


character, It hath no thorns intermingled 
with its gems ; no ſnares and temptations to 


render it dangerous, and as it is unſullied 


with guilt, its luſtre is unfading. Crowns 
or garlands, conferred on the conquerors in 


the olympic games, were marks of public | 


honour, the greateſt that could be beſtowed. 
But they were compoſed of olive leaves, or 
other fading and periſhable materials ; and 
had no intrinſic value, beyond what was 
given them by public opinion : whereas the 
crown, held out to the view of this great 
apoſtle, and of all good men, is invaluable, 


as well as incorruptible. And it is the enſign 


of regal or imperial honour. ** To him 
who overcometh, ſhall be given to fit with 
Chriſt on his throne, as he alſo overcame, 
and is ſet down with the father on his 


throne,” 


— 
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14 © I. 
tlicone.” He who hath * waſhed: us from 
our fins in his own blood, will make us 
kings and prieſts unto God, even the father,” 


and we ſhall live and * reign with him for 
ever and ever,” 


Crowns and diadems are the grandeſt 
objects of human ambition; and therefore 
when the future glory and felicity of the 


faithful fervants of Chriſt, in condeſcenſion 


to our puerile conceptions, is ſhadowed by 
ſenfible emblems ; among others it is deſcrib- 


ed by the enſigns of royal dignity ; that we 


may form the moſt honourable and exalted 


apprehenſions concerning it we are able. 


And yet when we have raiſed the nobleſt 
ideas our imaginations can erect, we ſhall 
be obliged to confeſs the poverty and mean- 
neſsof all ſenſible images, and that . eye hath 
not ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered 


into the heart of man to conceive what God 


hath prepared for them that loye him”. Is 


not this then a reward, infinitely more than 


an equivalent for all the integrity, fortitude 
and diligence we are capable of exerting ? 
Well might the great apoſtle of the gentiles, 
though in the view of a cruel and violent 
death, exult in the proſpect of that ſublime 
dignity, to which he was going to be ad- 


| vanced 
4 


4 #4 
vanced in Heaven,—And of which not the 


C 


proud and ambitious, not the tyrant and the 


oppreſſor, nor the hero who marked his ſteps. 


in blood, and filled the trump of fame 
with his fatal and deſtructive conqueſts, 
ſhall partake; but the pure and holy, the 
meek and lowly, the pious and benevolent, 
whoſe filent footſteps marked the path of 
virtue, or were to be traced only by the bleſ- 


ſings they left behind them, and who were 


little known or eſteemed by the world; I ſay 
theſe ſhall hereafter be exalted to royal do+ 
minion and glory. The righteous ſhall 
ſhine forth as the ſun in the kingdom of 


their father.” They who are wife ſhall 


ſhihe as the brightneſs of the firmament, and 
they who turn many to fighteouſneſs, as the 
ſtars for ever and ever.” 

2. This was a rewnrd to be oublickly cons 
fered on the apoſtle, by his great lord and 


maſtet, in the day of his ſecond appearing. 
The ſon of God, at his firſt advent, dwelt in 
a cottage of clay, © took upon him the form 


of a ſervant,” and appeared in the * likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh.” But his ſecond appearance 
ſhall be with a ſolemnity and majeſty, ſuit- 
able to his high character, as the ſon of 


God, and king of Iſrael, inveſted with his 


father's * and his own mediatorial 
3 glory, 


Mat. xiii. 
43. 


Dan, xii. 3 


Phil. u. 7. 


Rom. viii. 
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1 26 ] 
glory, ſurrounded with the heavenly armies, 
with all the angelic bands. And he ſhall 
come in the character of the ſupreme and 
univerſal judge.—No olympic proceſſion, 
no triumphal entry of a conqueror, no royal 
coronation, no congreſs of princes, aſſembled 
on the moſt auguſt ' occaſion, could ever 
equal, or rival, or give us any, even the 
fainteſt image of this awful and tremendous; 
this magnificent and majeſtic ſolemnity. In 
that day «every heart ſhall melt, and every 
hand and knee ſhall ſhake and tremble, and 
every ſpirit ſhall faint”, For * behold he 


cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee 


him; and they alſo who pierced him, and 
all the kindreds of the earth ſhall wail be- 
cauſe of him”. But the ſaints of God ſhall 
lift up their heads, with adoring praiſe and 
wonder ; ſhall hail the arrival of this king of 
glory, their friend and their ſaviour, as well 
as their judge. And the reward which ſhall 
be confered on them, ſuperb and magni- 
ficent as it is, ſhall be rendered infinitely 
more grateful and honourable to them by the 
manner in which it ſhall be beſtowed. It 
will be an act of public honour, paid to all 
his faithful diſciples, with expreſſions of ap- 
probation and applauſe, in the preſence of the 
aſſembled 


[ 27 ] 


' aſſembled world of angels and men. They 


who have dwelt in cottages, or who have been 
coarſely fed and meanly attired ; they who 
like their maſter, have been. treated with 
ſcorn, been arrayed in robes of mock royalty, 
and crowned with thorns; who have been 
derided and buffeted and ſpit upon, or have 
been burnt at ſtakes; they who have gone 
down to the grave with deep furrows in their 
faces,with pale and ghaſtly countenances, with 
heads, or with limbs worn out with 
age, or labour, or diſeaſe: theſe I ſay, in this 
moſt glorious and auguſt congregation of the 
faints and angels of God; yea, in the pre- 
ſence of their very enemies, and to their 
everlaſting confuſion, though to their own 
triumph and eternal exultation, ſhall ariſe, 


cCloathed with angelic and immortal bodies; 


ſhall be placed on thrones of glory, with 
crowns the moſt radiant and brilliant on their 


heads, and palms of victory in their hands; 


and ſhall live and reign with their exalted Ro- 


deemer for ever and ever. 


3dly and laſtly, The glory of this proſpect 
was augmented in that numbers would 


ſhare with this apoſtle in the ſame reward. 
There is laid up for me a crown of righte- 


ouſneſs, faith he, which the Lord, the righte- 
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7 
ous judge, will give me in that day; and not 
to me only, but 10 all tbem alſo who love 
his appearing, The heirs to earthly crowns 
cannot bear any rivals or competitors ; but 
true chriſtians, who are heirs of Chriſt's hea- 
venly kingdom, delight in contemplating the 
vaſt multitude, which no man can number, 
who ſhall ſhare in their royalty; accounting 
a ſolitary happineſs and glory, but half en- 


joyed. And indeed he muſt be of a ſordid 


and gloomy diſpoſition, who is incapable of 
taking pleaſure, and feeling tranſport, in the 
felicity of others. Every enlarged and gene- 
rous ſoul is glad to behold happineſs diffuſed 
and univerſal : a temper more eſpecially be- 
coming the apoſtles and diſciples of Jeſus; 
amongſt whom love and benevolence ſhould 
be the only emulation. And this divine diſ- 


— poſition ſhall hereafter be perfected and gra- 
tified, while we behold the felicity of count- 


leſs multitudes; a whole army of conque- 


rors feaſting at one grand triumphal ban- 


quet, and ſharing one undivided felicity: a 


felicity ſo vaſt and exuberant, ſo perfect and 


tranſcendent, that every individual ſhall en- 


Joy all he is capable of enjoying ; ahd all be 
be ſwallowed up, as it were, in one unfathom- 


able ocean of bliſs, Every happy ſoul ſhall 
$0 gather 


129 ] 
gather joy from every other countenance a- 
round him; and the happineſs of each ſhall 
augment the bappineſs of all. St. Paul, and 
the numerous churches he planted, and vi- 
ſited and watered, ſhall then partake of, and 
enliven each other's felicity. For what is 
our hope and crown of rejoicing, faith he ? 
Are not even ye in the preſence of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt at his coming? For ye are our 
glory and joy”, The faithful and laborious 
paſtor and his affectionate and beloved flock 
ſhall then rejoice together. Pleaſure will be 
reflected from eye to eye, and from heart to 
heart. And the honours which ſhall then 
be confered, will excite. no jealouſy or 


| envy, no ſtrife or contention, There will be 


undiſſembled, unmingled, reciprocal ſatis- 
faction; and love and harmony and you 
ſhall reign univerſal. x 

O firs ! let the thought expand and in- 


flame our hearts, and cauſe us to embrace, 


with the moſt endeared affection, all whom, 
notwithſtanding leſſer differences, we have 


longing, and waiting, and praying for his ſe- 


cond appearing. They and we ſhall ſtand on 


the eternal ſhore, and with eyes overflowing 
with 


1 Theſ. ĩi. 
19. 


reaſon to hope are the diſciples of our adorable 
"maſter; and who, with us, are wiſhing, and 
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with tears of joy, (if tears can flow, where 
bliſs and rapture are compleat;) I ſay, they 
and we, in the moſt extatic tranſport, 
ſhall embrace each other, and hail the ap- 
proach of our returning Saviour and Judge. 
The ſound of the arch- angels trumpet will 
cauſe our hearts to leap ſor joy. The ma- 
jeſtick preſence of our once crucified, but 
now exalted Maſter, our Saviour, our So- 
vereign and our Judge, will be the common 
theme of univerſal acclamation, and we 
ſhall return to Zion with ſongs, and ever- 
laſting joy on our heads; and all coldneſs 
and reſerve, all diſcord and diſtreſs, ſhall be 
baniſhed and forgotten for ever, x 

I ſhall now cloſe this diſcourſe with the 
following reflections. 

I.) If chriſtians were as active and vigi- 
lant in their chriſtian courſe, as St. Paul 
was, they might hope for conſiderable de- 
grees of the ſame aſſurance. The perſwa- 
ſion he had of his title to the crown of glo- 
ry, was built on a conſciouſneſs of his inte- 
grity, vigilance and perſeverance. And 
what ſhould hinder the like cauſe from pro- 
ducing ſimilar effects in other chriſtians ? 
Undoubtedly, allowance being made for bo- 
dily indiſpoſition, or for the natural jealouſy 

and 


A. 


1. 7 
and timidity of ſome tempers, if men were 
careful to maintain that integrity, reſolution 
and activity in their chriſtian courſe which 
becomes them, they would ſeldom fail of a 
lively perſwaſion of their intereſt in Chriſt, 
and title to eternal rewards. But here is the 


cauſe of that heavy gloom which hangs over 


the chriſtian world: there are comparatively 
few men to be found of irreproachable and 
inflexible integrity; men of fortitude like 
St. Paul, who can acknowledge their errors, 
reſign their prejudices, forego their eaſe, and 
renounce all worldly advantages for the fake 
of truth and a good conſcience ; bear oblo- 
quy, and ſhame, and reproach, and to be 
aſperſed, reviled, impriſoned, and martyred, 
if called to it, rather than diſſemble their 
real ſentiments, profeſs what they know to 
be falſe, conceal what they know to be true 
and important, or practiſe what they know 
to be wrong. Sirs, we ſhall never be able 
in our dying moments to ſay, © I have fought 
a good fight, I have kept the faith;” unleſs 
we can alſo ſay, God is my witneſs, that 
I have coveted no man's ſilver, or gold, or 
apparel ;” that I have done good to all men 


according to my ability and opportunity, and 
| that 
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(39 ] 
that I have © walked humbly and uprights 


ly before God.“ 


Yet ſuch an appeal, I firwly believe, your 
late worthy miniſter, Dr. Henry Miles, was 
able to make in his dying moments, had his 
ſtrength permitted him ; though I well know 
he was the laſt man living, who was diſpo- 
ſed to boaſt even of his own integrity. And 
as his modeſty was equal to his merit, I ſhall 
be extremely cautious of ſaying any thing 

concerning him, which can have the leaſt 
appearance of flattery. 

He was born at Stroud in Glouceſterſtire, 
the ſecond of June, 1698. His parents were 
members of the church of England. But 


having the firſt ſerious impreſſions made on 
his mind, by the writings of the old Puri. 


tans, after he came to years of diſcretion, he 
choſe to attend ſtatedly, the publick worthip 
amongſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters. | 
He had no very liberal education in his ear- 
ly years, yet he prefered the life of a ſtudent 
to that of any other employment; and a ve- 


ry deep ſenſe of the importance of religion, 


determined him to turn his thoughts to the 


miniſtry. To qualify him for which office, 
he applied with exemplary diligence, to a 
regular courſe of academical ſtudies, 


He 


33 1 


He was choſen by this congregation in 
the year 1726, on the death of his prede- 
ceflor Mr. Freeman; and immediately preach- 
ed with general acceptance. But though 
earneſtly and repeatedly. preſſed to it, his 
modeſty was ſuch, that he declined being 
ordained to the paſtoral office, till the year 


1731. 
He was not merely ſkilled in the latin 


and greek claſſics, but alſo in the oriental 


languages. He was well acquainted with 
the beſt authors, both in profane and ſacred 
literature; and he had a remarkable taſte 
for natural hiſtory, botany, and experimental 
philoſophy ; his knowledge in which, occaſi- 
oned his being elected a member of the roy- 
al ſociety, in the year 1743 *, 1 

E 1 


* He hath obliged the world with ſeveral papers in the 
philoſophical tranſactions; befides which, he could never be 
prevailed upon to publiſh more than a ſingle ſermon, preach- 
ed at the Oli Jewry, on occaſion of a puhlick charity, in 
the year 1738. 

The Reverend Dr. Birch, in his preface to his fine edi- 
tion of Mr. Boyle's works, after giving an account of ſome 
conſiderable additions never before publiſhed, informs 
us, that the. publick owes them to the Reverend and learn- 


ed Mr, Henry Miles, of Tooting in Sorry, and F. R. 8. And 
at che cloſe he adds, I muſt not conclude this preface, with- 


out 


— l—_— tt 
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In the year 1744, the univerſity of Aber- 
deen conferred on him the degree of doctor 
in divinity, not only unſolicited, but even 
without his knowledge. 

But no ſtudies engaged him with equal 
aſſiduity and delight, as thoſe of his own 
profeſſion. His preparations for the pulpit, 
coſt him inceſſant labour; and for a courſe 
of near thirty years, he conſtantly roſe two 
days in the week, at two or three o'clock 
in the morning, to compoſe his ſermons : 
of which he hath left behind him ſuch a 
number, fairly written. in long hand,. as I 
believe, were never before compoſed by any 
divine in England, or even in Europe. 
He had always a weak and feeble conſti- 
tution of body ; notwithſtanding which, he 
continued preaching twice a day, for up- 
wards of thirty years, with little or no in- 
terruption, And his ſermons were ſo rati- 
onal, ſcriptural and evangelical, that though 
his voice was weak, they were always heard 
with attention and approbation, by all ſeri- 
ous and ſenſible perſons. 2 
out returning my ſincereſt acknowledgments to Mr. Miles 
abovementioned, to whoſe great labour, judgment, and ſa- 
gacity, the conduct and improvements of this edition are 
chiefly to be aſcribed, 


[ & ] 


Few miniſters had ever ſo many attempts * 


made upon, or ſo much importunity uſed 
with them, to remove them to ſome of the 
molt conſiderable congregations in London. 
But being abſolutely inſenſible to all ſecular 
motives, devoted to his ſtudies, and to the 
people who had firſt choſe him, and in love 
with retirement, he prefered ſpending his 
days out of the noiſe and tumult of the 
world, 


The fimplicity of his ſpirit and manners, 


was very remarkable. He was free from 
all guile himſelf, and abſolutely unacquaint- 
ed with the deceitful ways of men. His 
converſation, though inſtructive and enter- 
taining, was the furtheſt poſſible from being 
aſſuming. His countenance was always o- 
pen, mild and amiable ; and his carriage fo 
condeſcending and courteous, even to his in- 
feriors, as plainly diſcovered a moſt humane 
and benevolent heart. 

He had a remarkable tenderneſs of ſpirit, 


He could ſeldom read any animated or pa- 


thetic diſcourſe on religion, without falling 
into tears, He had a great diſlike of con- 


troverſial preaching ; and though he knew 


how decently to defend his own ſentiments, | 


where 
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where he thought them of importance; yet 
his univerſal candor was highly exemplary, 
and worthy of imitation. 

How he was eſteemed, and I might lay. | 
reverenced, in this village and neighbour- 
hood, by perſons of different religious pro- 
felnons, as well as by his own bg £2 
on; it is | unneceſſary for me to ſay. But this, 
I believe, I may venture to aſſert without 
fear of contradiction, that he lived like an 
excellent chriſtian and miniſter; that he gave 
offence to none, and that his behaviour on 
all occaſions, was that of a gentleman. | 

During the greateſt part of his life, he 
was contented, in very moderate. circum- 
ſtances; being placed in a family, many of 
the members of which, had the higheſt re- 
gard to his welfare, and honourable ſupport, 


And after the heads of that family were re- 


moved by death, he centered into the mar- 
riage ſtate with a lady, who with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs and affection, devoted herſelf and 
a very ample fortune, to render his declin- 
ing days as eaſy, as his increaſing weakneſs 


and bodily infirmities would permit. 


Between two and three years ago, his 
ſtrength manifeſtly failed him. Since that 
time 


# 
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time he hath ſeldom appeared in the pul- 


pit. And at length, by a very gentle and 
gradual decline, without any particular diſ- 


eaſe, and without a ſtruggle or a groan, he 
fell alleep i in Jeſus, the 10th of Fe in- 


ſtant, in the 65th year of his age. 
And now I am perſwaded, you will per- 
mit me to ſay, that the bet way of doing 


honour to his memory, is to recollect, and 


put in practice his inſtructions, and to · fol- 


low his example. He was * a pattern of Tit. i. 3. 


good works; 
ers themſelves, i in his ſpeech, in his conver- 
ſation, in his charity, his faith, his ſpirit, 
his purity.” Remember him therefore, 


who hath had the rule over you, who hath 
ſpoken unto you the word of God ; whoſe | 
faith follow, conſidering the end of his con- 


verſation ;” that ye may be * his joy, and 


crown of rejoicing in the preſence of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his coming. And this 


leads me to a ſecond inference; namely, 


« an example even to believ-, 
13. 


1 Tim. iv. 


2.) That we ought to uſe great caution, 
circumſpection and diligence, not to be de- 


ceived in our hopes of obtaining the final 
bleſſedneſs of chriſtians. The prize is glori- 


ous beyond all deſcription or imagination. 
And therefore to miſs of it will be a diſap- 
pointment 
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anchor of the ſoul, in the near proſpect of 
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pointment unſpeakable, as well as irretriev- 


able. It · will cauſe us to lie down in reme- 
dileſs ſhame and confuſion; the depth of 
which will be proportionable to the height 
of our preſumptuous and vain expectations. 
The chriſtian life is, and muſt be, attend- 


ed with difficulties. — I do not mean to ter- 


rify men with à notion of theſe difficulties. 
— But we ought to remember, that to live 


like chriſtians requires our living in a ſtrict 


conformity to the law of God, which ex- 
tends to our words, to our inward affecti- 
ons and deſires, as well as to our outward 
actions. The chriſtian life is a life of faith, 
it is © living according to the faith of the 
ſon of God;” it is a race, a contention and 
a warfare; it is an exerciſe, defigned for the 
exertion and improvement of our ſtrength 
and ſkill; it is a trial of our temper and 
reſolution, of our fidelity, diligence, con- 
ſtancy and patience. He therefore who ex- 
pects to ſpend his time in pleaſure, and lux- 
ury, and eaſe, be his rank and fortune what 
they may, underſtands little of his own na- 


ture and condition, as a creature; and leſs 


of his calling and profeſſion, as a chriſtian. | 
Finally, The chriſtian hope is the only 


its 


L ES 
its diſſolution; becauſe it alone can carry us 
into that happy ſtate, which is within the 
vail. No poſſeſſions, no alliances, no ſplen- 


dour, or glory, not even that of crowns. 


and kingdoms, either in fruition or expecta- 
tion, will ſtand us in ſtead.in that moment, 
when we are about to exchange worlds; 
when death draws its impenetrable vail over 


the ſun's luſtre. In that day the whole 


creation, as to us, is withered and blaſted. 

The proudeſt monarch; .and the meaneſt 
peaſant, then ſtand on a level. The king 
muſt lay afide his robes of majeſty, as well 
as the pooreſt man. his moth eaten garment. 
All diſtinctions will ceaſe, but thoſe of re- 
newed and redeemed, or of condemned and 
deſpairing creatures; and not one gleam of 
hope riſe in the ſoul, but as we are able to 
take refuge in the divine mercy, in the teſti- 
mony of conſcience, and in Chriſt formed in 


us, the pledge and hope of glory. 


THE END. 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Aurnon. 


The Importance of Education. 


| A! Diu 7 
S E R M O N 
Preached at St. ThonaAs's, January 1, 
1755. For the Benefit of the Charity- 


School ir Gravel Lane, Southwark. Pub- 
liſhed at the. Requeſt of the Managers. 


A 
SER M O N 
Preached at CL APHARNU in Surry, on Fi- 
day the 19th Day of February, 1758. 
Being the Day appointed to be obſerved 
as a general Faſt for confeſſing our Sins, 
and imploring a Bleſſing on His Ma- 
JESTY's Councils and Arms. And after- 


wards, on February the 19th, at SAL- 
_TER'S-HALL in... London. 
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